
Dear Black Swamp Quilt Guild Members, 
 
The summer of 2020 has been a roller coaster! Should we meet or should we not meet? Thursday 
evening meetings at Covenant Church parking lot have gone well, thank you Wendy Jenkins! Meeting 
at the Simpson Building in October and November does not look as promising unless the COVID virus 
can be held at bay.  Jacquie Sharrer and her team have worked hard to plan the October Retreat,  
October 15-18, 2020. Fifty-six quilters are signed up to attend.  Jacquie attended another retreat with 
other quilters this summer at the Howard Johnson Hotel and all went well.  The staff at the Howard 
Johnson Hotel assures those attending the retreat that they will be in compliance with all sanitization 
and spacing rules being set forth at the time of the retreat. Hand sanitizer will be available, and all 
food servers will be wearing masks and gloves.  Wearing masks will be strongly encouraged when safe 
social distancing is not possible. The staff’s goal is to keep everyone safe while having a good time.  
Next year the retreat will again be at the Howard Johnson Hotel in Lima on September 16-19, 2021. 
Mary Lee Grabowski said that the Christmas Brunch will 
again be held at the Stone Ridge Golf Club on Saturday, 
December 5, 2020. There will be social distancing for 
seating and your brunch will be served to you by a waitress.  
Mary Lee will be taking reservations and collecting money 
in October and November.  
 
In March Bonnie Hunter decided to have a Unity Mystery 
Quilt. I decided to join in on the fun until I ran out of 
material. The goal was to use the material that I had in my 
stash. Here is the outcome! 
 
Stay well and safe!  Quilt and be happy! 
 
Diana Wittman 
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Guild meetings are the 2nd Thursday of the month at the Bowling 
Green Parks & Recreation Building at 1291 Conneaut St., Bowling 
Green, Ohio.  Doors open at 6:00 pm.  The December meeting is a 
brunch at the Bowling Green County Club.   
*Currently meetings are on hold because of Covid-19. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of this organization is to promote the development and appreciation of quilting 
in our community and to educate interested persons in all aspects of quilting.   
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Condolences 
Our condolences go out to Joan Conrad on the death of her husband Richard on Aug. 28.  Cards can be 
sent to: Joan Conrad 863 S. Mitchell Rd. Bowling Green OH 43402 
 

A New Quilter Has Arrived 
Congratulations to Denise and John Beck on the birth of their daughter, Grace Marie Beck! She's a 
precious 7 lbs., 10 oz, 19.5".  It is a sure bet that quilting will be in her future.  Cards can be sent to: 
Denise and John Beck PO Box 116 Risingsun OH 43457 
 

Sewing Opportunity  
Good Afternoon my name is Merritt Crawford.  I recently moved to Northwest Ohio from Kentucky.  I 
was active in my guild in Georgetown, KY and was looking forward to finding a guild in this area when 
I moved and was settled. Unfortunately, the pandemic has kept me from doing so.  I see that your 
meetings have been cancelled through September. Hopefully, one day I will get to visit one of your 
guild meetings and perhaps become an active member. I did want to share a stitching opportunity 
with the guild if possible. I have a small quilt business - I teach MJ Kinman's Birthstone Series and 
Diamond Diva Series as a Gem Affiliate.  I also design patterns. 
On September 10th and 25th, I am collaborating with GardenView 
Farms in Grand Rapids, Ohio for a U-Pick and Make & Take Stitch. 
The project will be a wool applique' eyeglass case, with a choice of 
a sunflower kit or hydrangea kit. (The wool is locally sourced from 
The Natural Fiber and Yarn Store in Grand Rapids, Ohio.) The cost 
of the U-Pick and Make & Take Stitch is $44.  If interested, the sign-
up is on the Gardenview website.  The class size is limited to 12 so 
that we can comply with social distancing and will be in 
Gardenview's Blossom Studio, a covered, outdoor facility. 
 

New Shop  
Hello Everyone!  A new quilt shop opened in Walbridge, Ohio, in Spring of 2020!  
Stitchin Post 30600 Drouillard Rd., Suite F 
Walbridge, Ohio 43465 
1-567-249-4060 for call or Voicemail, no text 
Email  berninastitchinpost@gmail.com  
SHOP ONLINE BerninaStitchinPost.com        
Connie and her husband are very kind and helpful.  I purchased fabric and ordered Accuquilt Dies 
through their shop.  Good quality fabric, very small selection at present; but they hope to grow their 
business, with the support of sewers and quilters. They have classes for sewing and machine 
embroidery and are open to more instructors for sewing and quilting classes. 
Several New Bernina Sewing and/or Embroidery machines and Accuquilt products, for sale in shop. I 
suggest using a map setting on your car or phone, to easily get there.  I headed East on Wales Road 
from I-75. There are a few curves and turns past and between the Walbridge landfill, so please get 
directions before you go.  I think Dollar General is next to it, with a separate parking area.  Parking is 
easy and close to the door.  Restroom available. 
Thank you!  Happy Sewing/Quilting and please stay healthy.  Barb Lemon  

mailto:berninastitchinpost@gmail.com


Finished Quilt 
 
Ruth Lucius finished her “Shaving Cream” dyed fabric quilt recently.  She did a demo on the technique 
at 4 corners years ago. Ruth decided on a setting and put it together during COVID-19.   A close-up 
view will illustrate contemporary painting.  Great job Ruth, thanks for sharing!   
 
 
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flag Quilt From The 2019 Retreat 
Thank you, Jacquie Sharrer, for sharing this photo of the flags that were sewn by attendees last year.  
They look great in a quilt! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Some Fun Thoughts on Carol’s Mystery Quilt 
Musings on a Mystery Quilt, by Sheila Painter 
What is this Black Swamp email?  Carol Hicks is offering a free Mystery Quilt, huh?  I just must email 
her. Hmmm...I do not really like mystery quilt projects.  I never know if it is going to be a quilt I like, 
or if the directions are any good.  In fact, in the past, I have even Googled a line of directions to see if 
I can find it online and look at the quilt.  Yeah, cheating, I know.  But this is Carol...she is great!  She 
made this up.  I trust her, she is a doctor, for Pete’s sake.  Ok, I will email her, I am in. 
Well, that was easy, and the fabric selection email came quickly.  Ok, I will go shop my stash.  Fabric 
A, B, C and Zinger.  Lots of ideas, including print size and scrappy options.  Oh good, she included 
suggestions on value, contrast, and examples of themes.  Hmm, got my first few, now wait, this 
fabric is directional...will that work?  I emailed Carol, and she said “no” fine, I have another fabric to 
use. Woah, here is the cutting directions, clear and easy to follow.  I will cut the background first.  I 
need 2 1/2” strips cut into 4 1/2” and 6 1/2” chunks.  Hmm, here is some pieces leftover from the 
last time I used this fabric, let’s see what sizes they are.  OMG...they are the exact sizes I need!  I do 
not even need to cut into my yardage!  This is spooky, maybe I should go buy a lottery ticket! 
Now it’s a week later, and the first assembly directions have arrived...don’t have time to sew yet, 
but they look clear and simple.  This is going to be fun!!  There is still time to sign up, just send Carol 
an email at: hicks.carol@yahoo.com 
  

Settling Our Souls 
With all that is happening in the world, I have been 
so thankful to have our pumpkin patch to work in.  
All summer long my husband and I spent countless 
hours weeding, watering, and yes, I found myself 
talking to the plants.  I continue to telework from 
home and talking to any living thing seems to settle 
my soul.  My co-worker (Max the blue heeler pup) 
sticks to his routine of sleeping most of the day and 
amuses me with his expressions.  This year I have 
added some stitched items to our pumpkin wagon, spending time behind my sewing machine also 
brings a peace only my quilting friends would understand.  As many of you know, I work with our 4-H 
program here in Wood County.  This year for judging, we offered a program where youth could 
upload a video of their project work to share.  It was optional and we were not sure how many 
would complete the process.  As we watched the deadline clock tick towards midnight the evening 
they were due, we reached the magical number of 1005!  Yes, that is right, 1005 project videos were 
uploaded from youth ages 5-18!  Subjects included livestock, sewing, quilting, welding, 
woodworking, gardening, leadership, and the list goes on and on.  I am editing the videos and 
putting some of them on our Facebook page Ohio State – Wood County 4-H over the next few 
months.  If you are looking for inspiration, a way to settle your soul, or to see how our youth have 
engaged in learning during this time, check them out.  I guarantee it will make you smile.  As we gear 
up for fall and Farm 199 opens, I am thankful for the extra time I have had to really appreciate our 
pumpkin patch and my sewing room.  It has been a dark period for sure, but I believe we will all 
come out more appreciative for so many things on the other side.  Happy sewing everyone, I can’t 
wait for our first “show and tell!”   - Jenny Morlock 
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