
Dear Black Swamp Quilt Guild Members, 
     At one time my daughter, Cindy, and son-in-law, George, 
lived in Lowell, MA which is northwest of Boston. Lowell 
National Historical Park opened my eyes to the work and 
hardships of the Industrial Revolution.  At one time it was a 
factory where cotton textiles were produced by using the 
power of the Merrimac River to turn a water wheel to run the 
machines. F arm girls were the first workers and they labored 
12-hour days, 6 days a week. The girls lived in crowded 
boarding houses with two girls in a bed and two beds in each 
room, so there was little privacy. The girls formed “Labor Unions” and asked for better working 
conditions and more pay. Later, Irish Immigrants took their place and then other immigrants. To learn 
more Google: Lowell, MA / Lowell National Historical Park.   
https://www.nps.gov/lowe/index.htm  
     The New England Quilt Museum is located at or near Lowell National Historical Park. Antique quilts 
made during the 1800’s have been donated by the Binney family. To learn more, go to the book: 
“The New England Quilt Museum Quilts” by Jennifer Gilbert. 
     Happy searching and happy reading! 
Diana Wittman 
 

Business Meeting Updates and Brunch  
After much discussion, the Black Swamp Quilters Guild Board has decided that what is best for all 
members is to cancel the meetings in October and November as well as the Christmas Brunch in 
December.  It is our hope that 2021 will be a better year for all. 
 

 

      

 

 

President – Diana Wittman Past President – Shari Wiseman 
Vice-President – Wendy Jenkins Secretary – Brenda Trumbull 
Treasurer – Barb Wilhelm Historian – Rose Ackerman 
Members at Large –  
Sharon Bishop, Ruth Lucius, Barb Lemon 
Webmaster – Carol Harper 
http://blackswampquiltguild.tripod.com/ 
Newsletter – Jenny Morlock, morlock.3@osu.edu 
Snail Mail Requests – Carol Ballard 
 
Guild meetings are the 2nd Thursday of the month at the Bowling 
Green Parks & Recreation Building at 1291 Conneaut St., Bowling 
Green, Ohio.  Doors open at 6:00 pm.  The December meeting is a 
brunch at the Bowling Green County Club.   
*Currently meetings are on hold because of Covid-19. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of this organization is to promote the development and appreciation of quilting 
in our community and to educate interested persons in all aspects of quilting.   
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Informal Gatherings at the Woodland Mall Bowling Green 

Quilters from our Guild have been gathering on an “informal” basis throughout the summer in a church 
parking lot in Bowling Green.  These meetings have been moved to the Woodland Mall as the weather 
gets colder.  Meetings are held on the second and fourth Thursday of the month.  The mall has a large 
open space and seating can be moved around.  Masks are required and bathrooms are available.  Enter 
at the main mall entrance beginning at 7:00 pm and ending approximately at 8:30 pm.  Bring show and 
tell items to share and lots of laughter.  Thank you, Wendy Jenkins, for organizing this event.   

Retreat News  
We have 56 quilters to retreat this year in Lima.  Our theme this year 
is "Take A Chance On Quilting". Some great gifts have been donated 
this year for our challenge for example 2nd place is a $100 machine 
quilting gift certificate.  Woo-hoo!! Wonder what 1st prize will 
be?  Hmmm. If you have not made your card trick block or variation 
of card trick pattern block or quilt, you still have time - due on Oct. 15 
on arrival.  Photos of the challenge and retreat will be featured in our 
next newsletter.  Thank You!  Jacquie Sharrer, Retreat Chair 
 

Charity Quilt Information Needed 
COVID-19 no doubt has caused a greater need for charity quilts.  We are looking to organize efforts 
once again to get our quilts to those who need them.  If you can collect for an organization, have 
detailed information on quilt sizes, and/or have information on how we can organize our efforts during 
this time, please send information to Jenny Morlock morlock.3@osu.edu  to be published in the 
newsletter, and also to Rose Ackerman rosemarie327@gmail.com and she can send out an email to 
the group.  We have had a few inquiries and want to reach out to as many in need as possible.  Wendy 
Jenkins has offered to collect for the CRC Residential Unit.  Please contact her for information and to 
organize drop off at 419 806 7173.  Ruth Lucius contacted us that the Cocoon Shelter is low on supply 
and requests twin size quilts. From Shari Wiseman - I am still collecting quilts for VA patients.  
Preferably twin size but lap quilts are also good.  I will not be taking them down there for a while, so 
if you have a quilt that can be used right now, you might want to consider donating to one of the local 
group representatives.   
 

Free Items 
Do you have free quilting items you wish to share with members?  I think a lot of us are missing the 
“free table” at our monthly meetings and would enjoy sharing items and receiving them once again.  
If you have a free item you wish to share, please send a photo, information and how to contact you to 
Jenny at morlock.3@osu.edu and I will publish it in the newsletter.  Members who are interested in 
items will need to contact those who are offering it and decide on arrangements for pick up.   
Free from Ruth Lucius - taffy1@buckeye-express.com 
Pattern - Stained Glass Garden - block of the month 
Patterns - Bags 
Pattern - Indian design wall size *(will send photos of any if requested) 
 "Mini attachments for all vacuums" to clean bobbin area 
Quilters Cut and Press - 12x18 
If not taken, off to Goodwill they go. 

mailto:morlock.3@osu.edu
mailto:rosemarie327@gmail.com
mailto:morlock.3@osu.edu


 

New Shop  
Hello Everyone!  A new quilt shop opened in Walbridge, Ohio, in Spring of 2020!  
Stitchin Post 30600 Drouillard Rd., Suite F 
Walbridge, Ohio 43465 - 1-567-249-4060 for call or Voicemail, no text 
Email  berninastitchinpost@gmail.com  - SHOP ONLINE BerninaStitchinPost.com        
Connie and her husband are very kind and helpful.  I purchased fabric and ordered Accuquilt Dies 
through their shop.  Good quality fabric, very small selection at present; but they hope to grow their 
business, with the support of sewers and quilters. They have classes for sewing and machine 
embroidery and are open to more instructors for sewing and quilting classes. 
Several New Bernina Sewing and/or Embroidery machines and Accuquilt products, for sale in shop. I 
suggest using a map setting on your car or phone, to easily get there.  I headed East on Wales Road 
from I-75. There are a few curves and turns past and between the Walbridge landfill, so please get 
directions before you go.  I think Dollar General is next to it, with a separate parking area.  Parking is 
easy and close to the door.  Restroom available. 
Thank you!  Happy Sewing/Quilting and please stay healthy.  Barb Lemon  

From Our Members  
Hello everyone.  I sure miss seeing all of you every month.  
My latest quilting “thing” is graffiti quilting.  I bought the 
book by Karlee Porter, who is the original guru of this fad.  I 
haven’t taken to the machine and done any stitching yet.  
Just doodling.  But am really getting into the swing of it.  It 
felt difficult in the beginning.  I had to copy a lot of her ideas, 
etc.  But now I feel a little more confidant on finding my own 
way.  I will try to bring the book with me to the next 
“meeting” at the mall. – Carol Hicks  
My first project will be to practice on some placemats. 
Here are some of my doodles: 

*********************************************************************** 
I was reading some old Threads magazines.  I’ve been a quilter for so long now, that these magazines 
just remind me of how much work sewing garments really is.  But I’ve learned a few interesting tidbits, 
like there is a pattern company for haute couture (marfy.it) that does not include seam or hem 
allowances.  Can you imagine if our quilt patterns omitted seam allowance?!  Actually, I consider 5/8” 
seam allowances in garments to be a waste of fabric.  Threads always recommends you make a muslin 
test garment before cutting into your actual fabric. This is to gauge the fit, check neckline and dart 
positions, then you can modify your pattern. Good for us we don’t need a muslin test quilt first! 
We know ‘tossed’ fabric means the motifs go all different directions.  I now know what ‘railroaded’ 
fabric is.  The design on the fabric runs sideways on the roll, perpendicular to the selvage.  Meant 
mostly for home dec projects, this is helpful when we’re making pillowcases, when we want the design 
to go the correct way on the bed. – Sheila Painter 
************************************************************************************ 
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I came across an article online and thought the group might be interested in reading it.  It is call 
“Women’s History Network.”  There is a link on the history of hemlines starting in 1920 and a bit before 
up until today.  There are also other interesting articles about women in history.  
HTTPS://WOMENSHISTORYNETWORK.Org I have also explored other online sites - ToledoMe.com to 
get to the Toledo Zoo and naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour for the museum of Natural History, 
Smithsonian. Also check out an on-line yoga opportunity with Rose Ackerman’s Niece - Leigh Anne 
Albrechta Yoga- Facebook- Sandy Dallas 
************************************************************************************ 
Alta Codding wants to let everyone know that the Daytime Quilters will not be meeting until at least 
January.  She has been busy making quilts and pillowcases for Christmas and wishes everyone well. 
************************************************************************************ 

Where Do You Find Your Sunshine? 
Last month I received many kind words about my 
“Settling Our Souls” story so I decided to put more 
thoughts and words together to share with my 
quilting friends.  Life right now, continues to be a 
roller coaster of emotions for myself and many people 
I encounter.  Over the years, I have experienced life as 
the youngest in my family, and in many journeys along 
the way. I think that happens when you are the 
“Caboose” of the family.  That is what my 
Grandmother Dolores, (a quilter also) always said, 
“We are the Cabooses of the family”.  She was the 
youngest of fourteen, so I believe she was an expert 
on the subject.  As a “Caboose” she reminded me to 
look for guidance in my surroundings and accept the support and wisdom of those who have numerous 
life experiences I have not yet encountered.  This year has challenged that guidance and has put all of 
us in different roles we may have never imagined living.  We are each finding ourselves holding others 
up as we look at the “unknowns” of the future, yet personally needing an extra ray of sunshine to keep 
going.  As we all encounter these experiences, where do you find your sunshine?  As quilters I believe 
we find it in fabrics, threads, the satisfaction of completing a quilt, and that indescribable feeling in 
your heart when you give the work of your hands to someone else.  I also know just thinking about 
the wonderful quilting friends I have met in this guild and many other quilting endeavors makes my 
heart sing.  It is more important than ever to make time for your personal “sunshine” no matter what 
role in life you play.  Without taking time for ourselves and building our strengths, we can’t be there 
for others.  Take time to recharge your batteries and feel good about it because whether you are the 
“Engine”, a “Caboose” or the important “Cars” in between, we can’t move forward together without 
each other.   
Thank you also for the interest in my 4-H’ers accomplishments this past summer.  I continue to 
showcase videos of their hard work and determination to take a difficult situation and “Make The Best 
Better”.  They too are another “ray of sunshine” for me.  Listening to them and seeing the positive 
outlook they have keeps my heart full.  If you are looking for some outstanding youth learning life 
skills and doing great things, visit our Facebook page Ohio State – Wood County 4-H.  Unbeknownst to 
them, they are sunshine in the lives of so many!  I wish all of you a very happy fall, keep stitching.   
- Jenny Morlock     
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