
Dear Black Swamp Quilters Guild Members, 
 
Welcome to Spring and all that it has to offer - fresh air, tulips, daffodils, forsythia, green grass, and 
more! Spring is my favorite season! When I was teaching, I would hatch chicks for my students right 
before Easter. One year I was only able to find green mallard duck eggs which take 4 weeks to hatch. 
Chicken eggs take three weeks to hatch. At the end of three weeks my students heard, “Peep, peep, 
peep!” At the end of four weeks my students heard again, “Peep, peep, peep!”  To my students’ delight 
that was the year that we hatched chicks and ducklings. I wrote a book about it! 
 
Spring is also the time of year for my mother’s birthday, Dorothea Louise Shearer.  She will be 100 
years old on April 25th! The best gift that my mother ever gave to me, besides life, is that she taught 
me how to sew!  Here is her address if you would like to send her a card. Please tell her how you know 
me.  Thank you! 

Dorothea Louise Shearer 
900 Beckett Way Room 247 

     Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 
 
Last week I went to Hoen’s Nursery.  I love pansies and I found a pink one.  I have 
never seen a pink pansy, have you?  It was the only one that I saw, and it just had 
to come home with me. 
 
April 8th is our next virtual meeting.  You don’t want to miss it because there are 
many exciting things happening within the BSQG! 
 
Happy Spring! 
Diana Wittman 
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brunch at the Bowling Green County Club.   
*Currently meetings are on hold because of Covid-19. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of this organization is to promote the development and appreciation of quilting 
in our community and to educate interested persons in all aspects of quilting.   
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From Our Vice President  
Special thanks to Carol Hicks and Jean Overmeyer for sharing their wonderful sewing rooms with us 
at our last meeting.  The virtual tours were enjoyed by everyone.  This month we have Janice Frisch 
telling us about her quilting journey which has landed her back in Bowling Green working at Electric 
Quilts.  Janice E. Frisch received her PhD in folklore from Indiana University, where she studied 
women’s textile arts, particularly quilting. Her research focuses on transnational influences in textiles 
and on the stories, women tell about their art. She has conducted research at numerous museums, 
including the International Quilt Museum, the Winterthur Museum, and the Quilt Gallery and Museum 
in York, England. Her groundbreaking work on the development of the block-style quilt in the United 
States was recently published in American Quilts in the Industrial Age, 1760–1870, edited by Patricia 
Cox Crews and Carolyn Ducey. She currently works for The Electric Quilt Company, helping them test 
their latest software for designing quilts, while also running her own business, giving lectures, and 
teaching about quilts and quilt history. You can follow her on her blog at www.TangibleCultureLLC.com 
and on Instagram @tangibleculture.  
Our 2021 Challenge Committee, Mary Lee Grabowski, Joan Edwards, and Wendy Jenkins have come 
up with a wonderful Challenge that we hope you will all enjoy!!!  Please note - the 2020 Challenge 
will be revealed the first meeting we have in-person, when that happens, we will let you know how 
things will be handled.  Here is your opportunity to participate in multiple challenges! 

Running Around in Circles 
1. Any size or shape. Wall hangings, table runners, tote bags etc. are all welcome, as well as any size 
quilts. 
2. Must have at least 3 circles, any technique is fine. 
3. Hopefully the reveal will happen in May, but of course that could change.  
4. Embellishments are optional.  
5. Prizes!!!! Give it your best shot ladies!!!! 
 “The Vice President’s Year Long Challenge.” Here’s a teaser, Making something BEAUTIFUL out of 
horrendous fabric!!!!! Stay tuned!!!! 
Quick reminder that we will meet at the Woodland Mall in the food court area, at 7:00 on the 4th 
Thursday, until our regular guild meetings start up.  
Stay warm, safe, and quilting!   

Wendy Jenkins 
Vice President 
 

2021 Retreat  
The 2021 retreat theme is: "Birds of a Feather Quilt Together". The challenge 
rules are 1. A quilt top only... no batting or quilting; 2. May be any size, pieced, 
embroidery, appliquéd collage, etc. and may be embellished; 3. Bird theme - 
anything from a hummingbird to ostrich.  Have fun, be creative! 
Challenges are to be turned in on 'your' first day of arrival.  Our fall retreat dates 

this year are September 16 – (Thursday) - 19 – (Sunday) at the Howard Johnson hotel in Lima, OH.   
Ph# 419-222-0004.  More information and forms are available on our website.   
Your retreat team: Jacquie Sharrer, Kathy Hassink & Beth Zitkovic 
 
 

 



2021 Tentative Calendar 
The “TENTATIVE” dates for meetings and events for the guild are listed below.  These dates are 
pending the ongoing COVID-19 situation.  The health and well-being of our membership and their 
families continues to be the number one priority when decisions are made concerning in-person 
meetings and programs.  The Executive Committee would like to thank the membership for 
continuing to be flexible and understanding.   

Quilt Guild Meetings 2021 
January 14 - Canceled    Workdays 
February 18 - Virtual via Zoom  March 20 – Cancelled  
March 11 – Virtual via Zoom   September 25 - TBA 
April 8 – Virtual via Zoom 
May 13 – Virtual or IP (In Person) 
June 10 - Virtual or IP    Retreat 
July 8 & July 10 Workshop - TBA  September 16-19 
August 12 – Virtual or IP   Members $85 + Hotel 
September 9 – Virtual or IP   Howard Johnson Hotel, Lima  
October 14 – Virtual or IP 
November 11 – Virtual or IP 
December – TBA 

 
Zoom Meeting April 8 
Keep an eye out for the email from Rose with the link from Jenny.  We look forward to seeing you! 
Don’t forget to email Cindy Huffman a photo of one of your quilting projects you would like to share! 
cynthiahuf@gmail.com 
 

Delivery of Quilts To Sauder Village Quilt Show 
Mary Lee Grabowski and Gretchen Schultz are running a shuttle service for quilts entered in the 
Sauder Village quilt show, May 2021.  The cost per quilt for transportation is $3.00.  The procedure is 
the same as the past.  Register your quilt(s) on the Sauder website, then contact Mary Lee or 
Gretchen by April 15.  Mary Lee 419-787-1428 or Gretchen 419-340-1746.  Thank you for offering this 
service! 
 

From Our Members  
Send us your stories, photos, articles, etc. for publication in the newsletter! All submissions should be 
sent to morlock.3@osu.edu. 
Thank you, Jeanne Langendorfer: 
In the fall of 2019, I took a workshop in Kansas City, MO where I met Emily Jackson, a quilter of 
beautiful quilts and quilt teacher from California.  I follow her on Instagram and one day she posted 
about the way she uses Elmer’s Washable School Glue to baste her quilts.  Having never heard of this, 
I made a note of her process and received permission from her to share it in our newsletter.  I used 
this basting process for the quilt I made from Carol Hicks’ mystery quilt pictured here.   
ELMERS GLUE BASTING & QUILT BLOCKING 6/4/2020  
From Emily Jackson AKA lemonyquilts on Instagram and shared with permission  
• I dilute Elmer’s Washable School Glue 3 parts glue to 1 part water.  
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• I buy the gallon size glue and reuse an Elmer’s bottle over and over for application, but you could 
use any squeeze bottle (i.e., hair color applicator).  
• Work sections just as you would for spray basting. … I work in the garage on a folding table with 
the quilt draped over it. Starting to glue from the middle, I slide the quilt across the table as I go, 
then I do the other side.  
• Apply the glue to the batting in thin stripes about 1” apart; repeat in the opposite direction to 
make a grid. It doesn’t have be pretty but try to keep it even.  
• Unfold the quilt top onto the batting and gently press the top into the glue, taking care that seams 
and edges are straight. Glue will seep through. This is normal and doesn’t affect the quilt.  
• When the whole top is glued, allow it to dry, then flip the quilt and batting over and add the back 
in the same fashion.  
• Don’t iron it; ironing creates a mess on the iron and scorching on the fabric (remember that I work 
primarily in solid fabric which tend to scorch easily). This isn’t a method for when you’re in a hurry, 
and that is its primary downside - just let it air dry and it works like a charm.  
• When completely dry, the quilt will be kind of stiff. It is ok to scrunch it up to soften it (the glue will 
stay stuck!). There is absolutely no shifting when you smoosh it through your machine, which is a big 
plus for me.  
• After you’re done quilting, stay stitch 1/8” away from the edge using a very small stitch (1.8mm).  
• Toss the quilt in the wash. I use a couple of tablespoons of Tide and color catcher(s) if needed. I use 
a regular cycle with an extra rinse, and there is no glue remaining after.  
• Dry on medium or low heat, leaving the quilt slightly damp. Spread the quilt flat (I use old tables in 
my garage; you can use a carpeted floor or the bed in your guest room). Ease the quilt into shape and 
let dry completely.  
• Reasons to wash before binding: o First, it’s much easier to bind it well with the glue out.  
o Second, once it’s washed, I can block it and trim it perfectly square. If you trim and bind it before 
washing, it’s one and done and there isn’t a way to adjust for  
a) regular fabric and batting shrinkage or  
b) the shrinkage that occurs because the quilting draws the quilt up.  
• When you trim the quilt, do not cut into the stay stitching, and allow a sliver of batting to remain if 
you need to, in order to achieve a crisp, square edge.  
• The pictures (on Instagram 6/2/2020) show this process step by step.  
• There is no special needle (use whatever needle is appropriate for your thread and fabric). I like to 
use a Schmitz Microtex 90 for 40 wt. thread or an 80 for 50 wt., but a universal needle will work as 
well (except for batiks). Change your needle after 8 hours of quilting time or when the project is 
done. Since the glue is completely dry, there is no gunk to get in your machine!  
• It takes me about 24 ounces of diluted glue to do a twin sized quilt, so a gallon bottle (about $12) 
does as many as 8 quilts twin or smaller, which means this costs a tiny fraction of the cost of spray 
basting.  
************************************************************************************ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thank you, Carol Hicks: 
Here are two YouTube videos from the owner of the Fabric Patch Quilt Shop in Ephrata, Washington.  
I found them very interesting.  The first one is her advice on buying, storing and organizing your fabric. 
Link - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rx47XM-0Po4  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The second video is a method of planning a quilt with different sized blocks.  It is titled “Two Bits” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejGujrfS9Sc  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************************************************************************ 
Thank you, Kathy Jensen: 
“Save My Bleeding Quilt” by Vicki Welsh, colorwaysbyvicki.com 
There’s nothing worse for a quilter than washing our quilt for the first time, pulling it out of the 
washing machine and finding out that one of the fabrics has run and ruined your quilt. It happens with 
both hand dyed and commercial fabrics. Dyeing processes vary so much and different colors of dyes 
react differently on different fabrics so it’s really impossible for a fabric manufacturer to make all fabric 
perfectly colorfast…….just think about how much our clothes run in the wash. As a fabric dyer I have 
spent many hours testing washing processes to make my fabrics as colorfast as possible. My quilts use 
both hand dyed and commercial fabrics. As a result, I have developed the following guidelines for 
getting excess dye out of your quilt and for pre-washing fabric. Whether your quilt has already been 
washed and dried, you can still do this process to remove excess dye but it’s best if this is the process 
that you use for the first wash. It’s important to have a large volume of water for the quilt to soak in. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rx47XM-0Po4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rx47XM-0Po4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejGujrfS9Sc
https://www.youtube.com/embed/rx47XM-0Po4?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/ejGujrfS9Sc?feature=oembed


I use my bathtub. There isn’t enough water or room for the quilt in the washing machine. The quilt 
needs to be loose in the water. The water holds the excess dye so the more water the better. Start 
filling the tub with hot water. It doesn’t have to be boiling but the hotter the better. I have the hot 
water heater in my house set to 140F so it’s quite hot coming out of the tap. If your water isn’t very 
hot you can add some pots of boiling water. The truth is that time is more important than heat, but 
the heat does help the process along. Add soap and the quilt. For a large quilt I will use as much as a 
half cup of soap. The soap is what keeps the dye particles from re-adhering to your quilt so don’t be 
stingy. My preference is Dawn Pure Dish detergent. I have used a Free & Clear type laundry detergent 
with success. Avoid using any detergent with fragrances or additives. The additives can have chemical 
structures that cause particles to adhere to your quilt or additives that may fade fabric. I have only 
tested unscented products. Do not use Dharma Textile Detergent, Synthrapol or Retayne especially if 
you have any commercial fabrics in your quilt. My testing has proven that these detergents do not 
behave well with some commercial fabrics and it’s impossible to tell which fabrics will have problems. 
Dharma Textile Detergent can cause backstaining on some fabrics and Synthrapol will fade some 
fabrics. Retayne is for a completely different use. Do not ever use it unless you are very familiar with 
the product. Once the tub is about half full of water you can add the quilt. You need gloves but not 
dye catching sheets. For this quilt I did use some dye catching sheets, but subsequent testing proved 
that they are totally unnecessary. You can use 1 just to see how much dye is being released but 
otherwise they are not needed. You will need some heavy-duty gloves to protect your hands from the 
heat. I have 2 sets of these gloves, one inside of the other, to insulate my hands from the hot water. 
2014 vickiwelsh.com / colorwaysbyvicki.com 2 While the tub is filling agitate and move the quilt in the 
water. The quilt should have plenty of room to move around in the water and it needs to be agitated 
for a while. I’ll agitate it while it’s filling and for another 5 or 10 minutes after the tub is full. If the 
water gets VERY dark right away let it soak (agitating every 10 minutes or so) for an hour and then 
drain the water and start over. Make sure the entire quilt is under water and let the quilt soak for 12 
hours. I use plastic bin lids and containers of water to weight the quilt and make sure it stays under 
water. If any part of the quilt sticks above the water dye will stick to the quilt at the water line. You 
can see the dye catching sheet in the water but it’s not necessary. The important thing is time. I’ve 
found that there is a point in the soak where the fabric seems to “burp” and release the rest of the 
dye. That can happen between 3 and 12 hours. Blue is the most difficult dye to get out (especially 
turquoise blues) and red is the most likely to stain the quilt. The soap is what keeps the dye particles 
suspended in the water. Repeat until the water is clear. If there is color in the water after 12 hours 
repeat the entire process until the water remains clear for at least 6 hours. I do not add a lot of soap 
to each subsequent soak. I make a judgement call on each soak to determine how much I need. In this 
wash I knew that most of the dye was gone so I did not add more soap. There was soap still in the quilt 
and that was plenty. Carefully drain and remove the quilt. You can rinse it either in the tub with cold 
water or in the washing machine. I can’t promise that this will work 100% of the time because different 
fabrics react differently but this has worked for me consistently with commercial and hand dyed cotton 
fabrics. Test on swatches of fabric if you are unsure or are using different fiber content fabrics. The 
quilt in the photos is one that I knew would run and that’s why I chose it for testing the process. If you 
have different results and want to discuss them, please contact me at vickiwelsh.com. For new fabric 
I do this process in the washing machine. I tested it by running a new batch of fabric through a wash 
cycle with a dye catching sheet. After a normal wash cycle in hot water the dye sheet was clean. Next, 
I soaked the same fabric for 12 hours using the process above. After 12 hours the dye catching sheet 
was very dark! At some point in the soak the fabric released the excess dye. That dye would have 
eventually released onto my quilt. Maybe not in the first wash, but eventually. Better safe than sorry. 



Copyright information: You have permission to share this document non-commercially in full for free. 
You may share it in your guild newsletter or print it for your quilt club. It must be used complete and 
in full and must maintain author information. For other use, especially commercial use (commercial 
publication, teaching, etc.) please contact me at vickiwelsh.com 
************************************************************************************ 
A Thank You from Rita Trumbull 
Thanks to all of my quilting friends who reached out to me on my birthday this past month, it truly 
meant a lot to me!   
************************************************************************************ 
*We will continue Marilyn Riewaldt’s article next month. 

 
The Water Pump 
Written by Jennifer Morlock, Newsletter  
 
Grandmother Dolores was an exceptional quilter, and Grandpa 
Emil was an incredible woodcrafter.  Many days of my life was 
spent enjoying their company.  I can still hear Grandma’s voice 
when she answered the door saying “HiDeDo” like it was 
yesterday.  Her tone was so welcoming and every time I entered 
her and Grandpa’s house, I felt like all my worries just melted 
away.  They loved unconditionally and made every visit special.  
When I was little, I loved to visit the old house they lived in.  
Grandpa built it for Grandma and my mother grew up there.  It sits out in the country, surrounded by 
barns and fields.  Grandpa was a farmer, and spent a lot of time driving tractors, combines, and grain 
trucks.  It was a treat to ride on the tractor with him on a hot summer day going up and down the rows 
and rows of corn, cultivating the dirt, enjoying the time together.  If I were lucky, he would let me 
drive down a row or two.  Those hot days always led us to the water pump by the house, I was 
mesmerized by it.  It was made of heavy medal with a long handle you would “pump” to get the cool 
refreshing water that tasted so good on those warm afternoons.  Hours and hours were spent playing 
with farm cats around that water pump, and numerous pails of water were collected for chores and 
various requests my Grandmother would have.  We did not have a water pump at our house, it was 
something special only my Grandparents had.  After all these years it still stands out in my mind, it is 
long gone but the memories it provides are etched in my mind.  Whenever I see an old water pump, 
the love of my Grandparents and the feeling of peace I always had when visiting their home comes 
over me.  Rob and I have decided it is time to put a water pump on our farm.  Not only will it be handy 
for the garden, but it will also bring the feeling of the unconditional love my Grandparents gave so 
many years ago.  We all need to reflect on the “water pumps” in our lives from time to time, it brings 
peace to our hearts and calmness in our ever-changing world.         
 
     


